
  Help us recognize and celebrate 
 Great Places in Colorado! 

The Great Places in Colorado program is an annual selection of places 
that represent the gold standard in terms of having a true sense of 
place, cultural and historical interest, community involvement and a 
vision for tomorrow. 

The Award, modeled after APA’s Great Places of America and 
sponsored by the Colorado Chapter of the American Planning 
Association (APA Colorado), celebrates Great Places in Colorado and 
the communities that sustain them. 

To continue the community spirit of the inaugural year of the Great 
Places in Colorado program, APA Colorado is focusing on those 
unique, memorable places that work for their community to draw 
outsiders in and are models for others to emulate. 

What Makes a Great 
Place? 

We can all think of a place that is 
unique or memorable. Maybe it is a 
particular neighborhood, or a 
vibrant street or perhaps an active 
and unique public space. There are 
many qualities that can make a 
place special, but what elements 
make these places truly great? 

APA’s Great Places of America 
program suggests great places are: 

A Great Neighborhood, Street or 
Public Space that will have 
characteristics of the following: 

• Livable Built Environment
• Harmony with Nature
• Resilient Economy
• Healthy Community

How Does the Great 
Places in Colorado 
Program Work? 

Nominations for the Great Places in 
Colorado designation are submitted 
by individuals, local governments 
and organizations though APA 
Colorado. A jury of experts from 
across the state will review 
nominations and select successful 
designees.

The designees will be awarded, 
recognized and celebrated by APA 
Colorado at the fall APA Colorado 
State Conference. A second 
celebration by designees' 
communities will be planned in 
October during National 
Community Planning Month. 

Great Places in Colorado 
Nomination Dates and 
Deadlines 

• The nomination period opens on 
May 8, 2019.

• Nominations are due by 5:00 PM
on July 15th, 2019.

• Award designation deadline for
the Review Committee August
15th, 2019.

• Designee celebration at the fall 
planning conference September 
18-20 and in communities the 
month of October.

To nominate your favorite place, visit 
the APA Colorado Great Places in 
Colorado webpage at: 
www.apacolorado.org/great-places-
program. 
Nomination instructions and the complete 
nomination package can be found at the 
site.

Through the Great Places in 
Colorado program,  we celebrate 
the vitality and local partnerships 
that have made each place a focal 
point for community life.
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Great Places in Colorado | Nomination Information 
APA Colorado Is Looking for Great Neighborhoods, Streets, and Public Spaces 

APA Colorado needs your nominations for places that are great and merit such designation. We welcome you to 
nominate your favorite streets, neighborhoods, and public spaces across Colorado, whether they are in your city or 
town, in a place you've visited, or any other special location you would like to nominate. 

The selected designees will be recognized as a Great Neighborhood, Great Street, or Great Public Space of Colorado 
by APA Colorado in September during the APA Colorado State Conference and by their communities in October.
Nominations must be received by 5:00 p.m. July 15th, 2019 to be considered.  

Make a Submission 

Follow these four easy steps: 

1. Be Unique – Review the Great Places Designation List to make sure your selection has not previously been
recognized by the American Planning Association (APA).

2. Be Sure – Check to see that your nominee meets the criteria in the nomination form and the Great Places in
Colorado characteristics to be sure it qualifies.

3. Be Inspired – Research previous winners at the  Great Places in American Program  to learn what makes an
award-winning Great Place.

5. Be Submitted – Complete the nomination packet and submit it by the deadline. Nominations will be submited via an 
online fileshare portal. Incomplete or late submissions will not be considred.

Confirmation and Review Process 

You will not receive an email confirmation for uploaded nominations; however, you will be able to view and 
screen shot the “Upload Successful” page.  

The review committee will begin contacting nominees in mid-August. Those who are selected will be provided detailed 
information regarding the award ceremony during the APA Colorado State Conference in September 2019 and future 
onsite celebrations in October. The announcement of winners will be made by the Chapter and recipients are asked to not 
make the information public until that time.

4. Be Specific - Emphasize how planning made your nominee great. All nominations must be made for places
where planning efforts were made to create a great place that people know, love, and visit.

Greater Park Hill, Denver, CO
Great Neighborhood

Garden of the Gods, Colorado Springs
Great Public Space

Should your nominee be here?
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