
Colorado APA Conference    |      October 3, 2018 



• Jay Renkens, AICP
• Principal and Director of Firmwide Planning and Design 

Services
• MIG, Inc.

• Andy Rutz, CNU-A
• Urban Design Project Manager
• MIG, Inc.

• Laura Brudzynski
• Manager of Housing Policy and Programs
• Denver Office of Economic Development





Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the exception of some larger areas in Far Northeast Denver, the majority of construction is happening in existing parts of the community.
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Presentation Notes
If we simply try to move forward with business as usual, there can be some pretty significant implications of growth and change. This view is probably familiar to a lot of us. If we plan ahead and evolve where and how we live, work and play, we can actually leverage the energy of growth to ensure positive changes for our residents, neighborhoods and broader community.
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And the benefits shouldn’t be limited to a single geography or group of people. While almost every city across the country would fall all over themselves to attract as many Millennials as Denver has in the last few years, our planning efforts for the future should strive to be fair and equitable and include a full range of people.
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Including children and families…
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And a growing number of older adults that are relocating to Denver later in life or choosing to age in place. Too often, we think of our community and ourselves now – our needs and preferences – rather than thinking about how even the existing 700,000 residents that call Denver home will change and evolve as they move through life.



Denver as Portion of Region
2015 Regional 
Population:
3,181,228

2015 Denver 
Population: 
676,000

Denver as Portion 
of Region:

21%

2040 Regional 
Population:
4,355,079

2040 Denver 
Population:
812,000

Denver as Portion 
of Region:

19%

DENVER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Denver region is projected to grow by approximately 37% by 2040. We are now at approximately 3.2 million people as a region and will likely grow to almost 4.4 million people. If we use the low projection we talked about for Denver, Denver will grow by over 20%. Since the region is projected to grow faster than the City and County of Denver, we will likely become a smaller portion of the larger metropolitan area. We are approximately 21% today and will decrease to about 19%.
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What is Denveright?A community-driven planning process to reflect our community values & desiresIt’s about what made Denver great, what we love about Denver today and what we need to make our future even brighterIncludes four interconnected plans (with animation): Blueprint Denver, Game Plan, Denver Moves Transit and Denver Moves Peds & TrailsFour plans working together to make one great cityDavid Gaspers – PM for BPCourtney Livingston – PM for Game PlanDavid Pulsifer and Jay Hank – PM for Ped and TrailsKristina Evanoff – PM for Ped and Trails

























Blueprint Denver



What is Blueprint Denver?

• Originally adopted in 2002 as the city’s 
first land use and transportation plan

• Establishes policy direction on land use, 
transportation and urban design

• Strategy for future growth
• Major update started in 2016 –

anticipated to be adopted in early 2019 
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Not regulatory



Blueprint 2002
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Blueprint 2002
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Community Input
• Areas of Stability imply many areas of 

the city will not change or evolve over 
time

• Too many Areas of Change are in 
lower income areas with lower access 
to opportunity

• Blueprint Denver should think about 
change more equitably

• Do more to integrate different 
housing types into all of our 
neighborhoods, especially those that 
are the most “stable” and lack 
diversity of housing choice
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We are hearing from the community a very clear and comprehensive vision for our cityWhile the four plans from Denveright will do a lot to achieve this vision, there will be things not coveredSo we believe this is a signal that our Comprehensive Plan should be updated as part of the Denveright process



Blueprint for an Inclusive City

• All of Denver is evolving – change is more than growth 

• Improve quality of life and access for all citizens

• Need to be strategic and intentional about directing growth 
to help achieve our vision of equity and benefit the entire city, 
avoiding a future Denver that is unaffordable and exclusive

• Create a Denver with complete neighborhoods and great 
places accessible to everyone, regardless of age, ability or 
income
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So with the help of our Task Force, we’ve created the narrative of 
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