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THE

CHANGING

LANDSCAPE

LESS FUNDING MORE NEEDS:

DRIVING IS UP (BUT ALSO DOWN):

CHANGING PREFERENCES:

Our economy is undergoing significant and rapid change. 
Technological, demographic, lifestyle and workplace trends are 
transforming how people live and what they want from their 
communities. In this landscape, streets must be designed to achieve 
multiple benefits. Following are some of the trends affecting how 
we design and build streets and transportation facilities.

CO is 2ND fastest 
growing state in 
the nation.

CDOT’s Budget per  
state resident:

1991

$125

2015

$69

A growing number of people are 
interested in the convenience and sense of 
place offered by living in walkable places 
where it is easy to get to destinations on 
foot, bike or car.

58% of people preferred a 
neighborhood with a mix of 
destinations within an easy walk.

8% From 2000 - 2013, per capita VMT drop in Colorado 
(even as population growth is trending up!)

Since the 1980’s, there has been a 
continuous decrease in the percentage 
of persons with a driver’s license for 
people aged 16 - 44.

For more information, references and source information, download the full publication:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/main-street-resources

Infographic produced by: 

As needs and demands grow, 
single-purposed solutions are 
increasingly difficult to afford.{ }

Nationally, Vehicle 
Miles Travelled 
(VMT) has grown 
for 26 consecutive 
months. 



COLORADO DOWNTOWN STREETS
A Tool for Communities, Planners, and Engineers

Great streets provide a range of community benefits. They:

Reduced risk to 
bicyclists in on-road 
marked bicycle 
lanes.

Reduced risk to 
pedestrians by 
redesigning intersections 
and sidewalks. Average increased spending 

by shoppers arriving by 
foot or bike compared to 
those arriving by car.

people will 
experience limited 
mobility at some point 
in their lives. Accessible 
streets allow everyone 
to participate in the social 
and economic activity 
present there.

BENEFITS OF GREAT STREETS

SUPPORT BUSINESSES AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PROMOTE 
SAFETY

INCREASE
ACCESSIBILITY

SUPPORT QUALITY 
DEVELOPMENT

SUPPORT A HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENT

IMPROVE PUBLIC 
HEALTH

28% Most8.5% - 25%

263% - 400%

50%

47%

Increased property tax 
revenue per acre of 
mixed-use development 
compared to single-use 
commercial development.

People are more inclined 
to walk and bike in places 
that feel safe and pleasant.

higher likelihood for 
people to be active 
at least 30 minutes 
a day if they live in 
neighborhoods with 
sidewalks.

Streets that encourage 
walking, bicycling, and 
transit use over private 
vehicle use reduce traffic, 
air pollution and greenhouse 
gas emissions. Streets can 
be designed to capture and 
clean stormwater runoff.

For more information, references and source information, download the full publication:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/main-street-resources
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KEY FOR SUCCESSFULCONSIDERATIONS STREET DESIGN

COLLABORATIONCONTEXT SAFETY

CONNECTIVITY MOBILITY

ACCESSIBILITY PLACEMAKING

Streets should 
be designed with 
an awareness 
of surrounding 
neighborhoods 
and adjacent land 
uses.  

Street design 
should be 
inclusionary 
of all users. 

Streets should be designed so 
that people walking, parking, 
bicycling and driving can all 
interact safely. 

Good connectivity 
decreases travel 
distances and 
increases route 
options for all 
modes of travel, 
allowing more direct 
travel between 
destinations. 

All modes 
should be 
able to 
easily move 
along the 
street. 

Streets should 
provide 
comfortable 
mobility for 
all people, 
regardless of 
age or ability. 

Streets play 
a huge role 
in community 
life and should 
be designed 
as public 
spaces as well 
as areas for 
mobility.           

For more information, references and source information, download the full publication:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/main-street-resources
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COMPONENTSSTREETSCAPE the various sections that make up a street.

TRAVELWAY

Travelway
The part of a street 
or highway dedicated 
to the movement of 
vehicles.

The outside portion of 
a street or roadway 
that is not used for 
vehicular travel.

Area of the right-of-
way that provides a 
buffer between pedes-
trians and vehicles.

The sidewalk area.

Area of the pedestrian 
realm located 
adjacent to the edge 
of the right-of-way and 
the private property 
line.

Private property 
encompasses land 
and buildings located 
outside of the public 
street right-of-way.

Furnishings Zone

Frontage Zone

Travelway Edge

Pedestrian 
Throughway Zone

Private Property

TRAVELWAY EDGE FURNISHINGS 
ZONE

PEDESTRIAN
THROUGHWAY

ZONE

FRONTAGE 
ZONE

PRIVATE 
PROPERTY

Example State Highway

Example Local Road

For more information, references and source information, download the full publication:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/main-street-resources
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