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Agenda
1. Welcome & Introduction

Eric Heil, Heil Law & Planning

2. Setting the Context
Anne Miller, Colorado Department of Local Affairs

3. Growing Water Smart
Jeremy Stapleton, Sonoran Institute

4. Breakout Discussion #1
5. Integrating Water into Comprehensive Plans

Erin Rugland, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy

6. Taking Local Action: Panel & Roundtable
Jim Holway, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy

7. Breakout Discussion #2 & Report Out
8. Next Steps



Setting the Context
Anne Miller, Colorado Department of Local Affairs



Planners & Water

Planning for a reliable, 
safe, and affordable water 
supply is critical to the 
future of our communities

Planners are key

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Planners play a unique role in bridging the gap between water providers and local government to integrate land and water planning
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
- An integrated water management approach is needed… and planners can help lead this effort to plan holistically for and wisely manage water in all its forms.



Source: Water Resources Institute, www.wri.org/resources/maps/water-stress-most-populous-river-basins

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map shows the average exposure of water users in each river basin to water stress, the ratio of total withdrawals to total renewable supply in a given area. A higher percentage means more water users are competing for limited supplies.Source: Water Resources Institute (2014)- interactive maphttp://www.wri.org/resources/maps/water-stress-most-populous-river-basins



Water Supply Decreasing
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CO to warm 4°F by 2050

- Increases in evaporation

- Lower elevation snowpack decline

- Timing of runoff to shift earlier

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The issue of water scarcity is not going away… 



Colorado’s Population is Rapidly Growing 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorado’s population is rapidly growing – due to both birth and migration into the state.  Colorado’s Water Plan incorporates planning based on a range of population growth scenarios. Even if we are in an extended recession between now and 2050, Colorado would still grow, and we still need to address our future needs. Even if we closed off our borders, our children and grand children and, frankly, all of us living longer would cause Colorado to grow.  In fact Colorado’s population, along with the nation as a whole, is aging. That in turn opens up an economic opportunity for more health care jobs, which further drives the economy. The question is not whether we grow, but how we grow.  The water plan will not try to limit growth. Curbing water projects will not limit growth, just like curbing transportation corridors (Lamm administration) led to a congestion crisis, but didn’t limit growth. The last thing we need is a water crisis. As we all know, building great water solutions takes time.



Municipal & Industrial Gaps
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have tables for each major area, and then go into detail for each BRT, and details their own goals and measurable outcomes. For M&I these mostly stemmed around conservation and new projects. The North Platte, Southwest and Colorado would meet their gaps if their projects were fully implemented, and the Yampa would except in a dry future. Several of the other BIPs are working to further identify projects and methods or adding acre-feet to their projects and methods. Overall 73 new projects with acre-feet identified were included, but 52 of those were identified by the Colorado. 



HOW WE GROW MATTERS

 Colorado’s population is rapidly growing

 The way we grow matters

 Need more water-efficient
land use patterns

 Decreasing demand & using
‘alternative’ supplies best done
at planning stage

 Need solutions for CO communities 
to thrive in spite of water scarcity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How we grow matters Interconnections between water and land use and tools you can useThis is not an easy task – local government planners and water providers have a lot to learn from each other and a lot to gain by sharing information and planning for water efficiencyThis afternoon you’ll learn more about these tools and hear about actions that Colorado local government are taking from integrating water into comprehensive plans to tiered water rates to adopting a landscape ordinance…



Land Use-Water Nexus 

Water 
Demand 
Planning

Land 
Use 

Planning

11

EducationRates and 
Tap Fees

Outdoor 
Water Use 
Programs/
Ordinances

Planning 
Integration

Subdivision/
Zoning 

Ordinances

Plumbing 
Codes

Site Plan 
Regulations



INTEGRATING WATER & LAND USE:

Getting Started Full Integration

Integrating Water & Land Use:
Where is your community at?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By coming to this workshop today, you understand this importance We’re all at different levels of understanding and involvementAsk for show of hands and mention that you’ll discuss this more in the upcoming breakout discussionThis workshop aims to meet you where you’re and deepen your understanding of tools you can use as a planner to take action in your community to grow water smart



COLORADO WATER PLAN

 There is a projected gap in water 
supply

 Colorado’s Water Plan (2015)

 By 2025, 75 percent of 
Coloradans will live in 
communities that have 
incorporated water-saving 
actions into land-use planning

 How will we achieve this goal?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Colorado Water Plan includes a section on integrating land and water planning and sets this goal….There is a lot of information and resources out there to help your community along the way – trainings, technical assistance, grants, etc. … and peer learning.. that we’ll explore this afternoonThis session includes many organizations that are active in the newly formed Colorado Alliance for Land and Water Planning that are working to support local governments in growing water smart…How many of you have heard of the Colorado Water Plan? How many of you have attended a webinar or training on the topic of integrated land and water planning?Other related State plans – Colorado Resiliency Framework, Drought Plan



COLORADO LEGISLATION

 Senate Bill 8 (2015) – To provide training for local water 
& land use planners  

 Senate Bill 103 (2014) – Sale of Low Efficiency Plumbing 
Fixtures Phased Out in 2016

Colorado Legislation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legislation in 2015 requires the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) and DOLA to provided training for local water and land use planners on best management practices for water demand management, water efficiency, and water conservation. (Worked with the Pace Land Use Law Center.)In recent years, there have been unsuccessful attempts by the Colorado APA encourage including water element in Comprehensive Plans to support implementation of the Colorado Water Plan. Background info:Colorado has laws to ensure that new development (of certain sizes – 50 lots for municipalities and 2 lots for counties) has an adequate water supply. (To be determined at final plat.)Water conservation is not required as part of Colorado’s land use approval processes, but other statutes and program address this goal. Large water suppliers must file detailed water conservation plans, evaluating water saving measures, and report water use data and information on metering, rate structures, water losses, and public education. The state has been promoting more water conservation measures by requiring low-flow indoor fixtures, allowing rain barrels for outdoor water use, and encouraging less water-intensive landscaping. Some local government land use regulations require water conservation, other do not. 



RESOURCES

 Colorado’s Water Plan -
Integrating Water and 
Land Use

 Webinars 

 Training Modules

 Land Use and 
Water Planning 
Story Map

Link: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/c
owaterplan/integrating-water-land-
use-planning

Resources



COLORADO COLLABORATION

Newly formed Colorado Land and Water 
Planning Alliance

 Strategic coordination to impact change

 Convened by Colorado Dept. of Local Affairs 
and Colorado Water Conservation Board

 Partners include– Universities, Colorado 
Counties, Colorado Municipal League,  Metro 
Mayors Caucus, Regional Councils of Govt., 
APA CO, Western Resource Advocates, Sonoran 
Institute, Babbitt Center for Land and Water 
Policy, etc.  

Colorado Collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other related State plans – Colorado Resiliency Framework, Drought Plan



Growing Water Smart
Jeremy Stapleton, Sonoran Institute



Breakout Discussion #1
Where is your community on a scale of low to high 

with integrating land and water planning?

How has your community integrated land and water 
planning? 

Has your community incorporated water into your 
comprehensive plan? 

What are opportunities to improve integration?



Integrating Water into 
Comprehensive Plans

Erin Rugland, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy



Panel Discussion
Moderator

Jim Holway, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy



Supporting the Effort
Anne Miller, Colorado Department of Local Affairs



Webinars & Training
Training Module Series / Recorded Webinars

- Integrating Water into Land Use Planning: Setting the Stage

- Integrating Water Efficiency into Comprehensive Planning

- Integrating Water Efficiency into the Zoning Code

Two Additional Recorded Webinars
- Landscape Ordinances & Planned Unit Developments

www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan/integrating-water-land-use-planning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Train-the-Trainer workshop held October 24, 2016 at the APA Colorado Conference.

http://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan/integrating-water-land-use-planning


Partner Resources

 Sonoran Institute & Lincoln Institute of Land Use Policy
- Growing Water Smart webinars, workbook, workshop & technical 

assistance
- Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy guidance materials

Western Resource Advocates
- Resources for Land Use Planning for Water Efficiency including 

training and technical assistant for staff and elected officials

Keystone Policy Center
- Colorado Water & Growth Dialogue reports and Residential Land Use 

and Water Demand Tool

APA
- Water Planning Policy Guide, PAS Report, Water and Planning Network

https://sonoraninstitute.org/events/growing-water-smart-webinar-series/
https://resilientwest.org/2018/growing-water-smart-the-water-land-use-nexus/
https://resilientwest.org/2018/growing-water-smart/
https://www.lincolninst.edu/node/98/babbitt-center-land-water-policy
https://westernresourceadvocates.org/healthy-rivers/land-use-planning-for-water-efficiency/
https://www.keystone.org/our-work/energy-environment-climate/colorado-water-and-growth-dialogue/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qSs5WR87dPswj5UZVwlAuqVvU6dL3r90YBN9eZJVE3o/edit#gid=945807816
https://www.planning.org/policy/guides/adopted/waterresources.htm
https://www.planning.org/publications/report/9131532/
https://www.planning.org/divisions/groups/water/


Breakout Discussion #2
Action Planning 

Fill out action plan worksheet

Discuss and select one person to report out themes 
or highlights of action planning discussion



Thank You!
• Eric Heil, Heil Law and Planning

ericheillaw@gmail.com

• Anne Miller, Colorado Dept. of Local Affairs 
anne.miller@state.co.us

• Jeremy Stapleton, Sonoran Institute  
jstapleton@sonoraninstitute.org

• Erin Rugland, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy 
erugland@lincolninst.edu

• Jim Holway, Babbitt Center for Land and Water Policy 
jholway@lincolninst.edu

mailto:ericheillaw@gmail.com
mailto:anne.miller@state.co.us
mailto:jstapleton@sonoraninstitute.org
mailto:erugland@lincolninst.edu
mailto:jholway@lincolninst.edu
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