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APA CO Conference
October 25, 2016

Trends & 
Hot Topics

• Demographic Trends
• Integrating Water & Land Use 
• Planning for Hazards
• Comprehensive Plan Standards

Population Trends

• 2nd fastest growing state in the US

• Disparate growth
– Most all growth is occurring in Front Range
– 97% of the 400,000 people since 2010

• 23 counties outside Front Range have lost 8,000 
in population since 2010

2010-40

State 2.8M
Front Range 2.4M
Denver Metro 1.5 M
North Front Range 500K
South Front Range 400K
Rest of State 400K

Why Are We Getting Old Fast?
• Currently very few people over the age 65.  

– 6th lowest share of all states in US (13%) in 
2015

• Baby Boomers
– Born 1946 – 1964  
– 1,360,000 Boomers in Colorado (25% of pop. in 

2015)

• By 2030, Colorado’s population 65+ will be 
77% larger than it was in 2015 growing from 
719,000 to 1,270,000 (primarily from aging)
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Integrating Water & Land Use
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• The way we grow matters
• Need more water-efficient

land use patterns
• Decreasing demand & using

‘alternative’ supplies best done
at planning stage

• Need solutions for CO communities 
to thrive in spite of water scarcity

Integrating Water & Land Use

Colorado Water Plan

By 2025, 75 percent of Coloradans 
will live in communities that have 
incorporated water-saving actions 

into land-use planning.

Land Use and Colorado’s Water 
Plan-Education/Training

• SB 15-008:Concerning the promotion of water 
conservation in the land use planning process
• Develop and provide training programs for local government 

water demand and land use planners regarding water demand 
management best management practices

• Integration of water demand management and water 
conservation planning into land use planning efforts

Land Use-Water Nexus 

Water 
Demand 
Planning

Land 
Use 

Planning
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Education

Rates 
and Tap 

Fees

Outdoor 
water use 
programs/ 
ordinances

Planning 
Integration

Subdivision/
Zoning 

Ordinances

Plumbing 
Codes

Site Plan 
Regulations

Relevance of Land Use Planning 
to Water Conservation

• Large lot single-family housing without native 
vegetation and standard plumbing  can result in 
over 225 gallons per capita of water per day 
consumption.

• Town houses with xeriscaping and water smart 
fixtures can lower that to 80 gallons per 
capita/day.

• Land use and building regulations can change the 
type of housing, plumbing,  and landscaping 
allowed.  
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Best Practices Affecting Land Use 
Patterns

Identify land use strategies that create patterns 
that are water conserving to achieve water 
conservation goals and objectives. 

• Compact, mixed-use development
• Higher density development
• Single-family homes with smaller lots
• Clustered residential subdivisions
• Multi-family housing
• In-fill development

Identify landscaping practices that are water 
conserving as strategies and implementation 
techniques. 

• Xeriscaping
• Soil quality and turf requirements
• Allowable plants
• Irrigation system efficiency requirements
• Water loss limits

Best Practices: Landscaping

Best Practices & Lessons Learned

WATER CONSERVATION IN THE LAND USE SYSTEM 

Water Conservation Measures Comp

Plan

Zoning 

Regulations

Subdivision

Regulations

Site Plan Building

Code

Plumbing

Code

LANDUSE

Urban growth boundary 

Denser development(more homes/acre)    

Cluster development (reduce lot size)    

Mixed-use development    

Mixed housing types    

Compact mixed use    

EQUIPMENT

Green plumbing code    

Indoor fixture efficiency standards   

Reuse of water   

Smart meters   

Sub metering multifamily units   

Incentives 

LANDSCAPE

Landscape codes matched to land use type   

Landscape plan requirements(xeriscaping)    

Soil quality requirements   

Plant list/Allowable plants   

Tree size requirement   

Water & Land Use Planning: 
Colorado examples

• Colorado Spring’s comp plan land use chapter 
calls for infill development projects 
acknowledging their efficient use of public 
infrastructure including water and wastewater

• Broomfield – requires pre-application review 
meetings to include local water providers

• Westminster – uses a water efficiency point 
system for development permits

• Aurora – has a low water use landscape 
ordinance

Water/Land Use Training
• 2016-17

– 5 webinars  
• 1st two complete: Setting the 

Stage & Integrating Water into 
the Comprehensive Plan

– Train the Trainer workshop, 
APA CO conference, Oct. 24

• 3 workshop modules

– Next Webinar: Nov. 1,12-1 pm 
• Integrating Water into Zoning 

Code

www.planningforhazards.com
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Outline:
• Introduction and 

Summary

• Planning Framework

• Hazard Identification 
and Risk Assessment

• Planning Tools and 
Strategies

• Moving Forward

• Appendix – Hazards in 
Colorado

www.planningforhazards.com 

The Hazards Lineup Planning Tool Profiles

What’s in the Tool Profiles?

• How it Works

• Implementation

• Where It’s Been Done

• Advantages and Key Talking Points

• Challenges

• Model Code Language

• Key Facts

• Examples and More Information

“Jim’s Scenario”
Jim has some burning 
questions…
• How does wildfire impact 

communities?
• What types of planning 

tools can address wildfire?
• What other hazards can 

be addressed with the 
same planning tool?

• Is there model code 
language for that planning 
tool?
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Video Interviews

• Enriched media content
• Real life examples of planning for hazards
• Description of tools

Next Steps

• The Center for 
Sustainable Urbanism at 
the University of 
Colorado Denver is  
maintaining the website 

• Implementation Program 
with 2 pilot communities 

Additional best practices? 
Submit your ideas to:
Andrew.Rumbach@ucdenver.edu

Comprehensive Plan Standards for 
Sustaining Places

planning.org

Image: Michael Silberstein/Creative Commons 2.0

Effective Comprehensive Plans

• covering multiple, interconnected community systems (land use, 
transportation, natural resources, economic development, etc.)

Integrated

• involving citizens in the planning process from visioning and goal 
setting to establishing priorities for action

Inclusive

• providing the mandate to guide development, capital investment, and 
other long-range decision-making by local governments

Implementable

• setting the framework for action at the intra-jurisdictional (district and 
site) and extra-jurisdictional (neighboring communities, region, and 
beyond) levels

Scalable
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Comprehensive Plan 
Standards Framework

Principles

Processes

Attributes

Comp Plan

Plan Principles

1. Livable Built Environment

2. Harmony with Nature

3. Resilient Economy

4. Interwoven Equity

5. Healthy Community

6. Responsible Regionalism

1. Livable Built Environment

Ensure that all elements of the built environment, including 
land use, transportation, housing, energy, and 
infrastructure, work together to provide sustainable, green 
places for living, working, and recreation, with a high quality 
of life.

Photo: City of Albany

Livable Built Environment: Best Practices

1.1 Plan for multi-modal transportation. 1.7 Encourage design standards 
appropriate to the community context.

1.2 Plan for transit-oriented development. 1.8 Provide accessible public facilities and 
spaces.

1.3 Coordinate regional transportation 
investments with job clusters.

1.9 Conserve and reuse historic resources.

1.4 Provide complete streets serving 
multiple functions.

1.10 Implement green building design and 
energy conservation.

1.5 Plan for mixed land-use patterns that 
are walkable and bikeable.

1.11 Discourage development in hazard 
zones.

1.6 Plan for infill development.

Recognition Program

• Voluntary program, pilot 
phase in 2016

• Provides recognition to 
communities that 
integrate sustainability 
into comprehensive plans

• Plans reviewed using 
Sustaining Places 
scoring system

SILVER LEVEL
Envision Longmont
City of Longmont, CO

Imagine 2040: Tampa Comp Plan
Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission 
and the City of Tampa, FL

Bring It On Bloomington!
McLean County (IlL Regional Planning Commission

Plan DSM
City of Des Moines, IA

Plano Tomorrow
City of Plano, TX

For more info:
www.planning.org/sustainingplaces/compplanstandards

Questions & Discussion

Anne Miller, AICP
anne.miller@state.co.us

Join us for an upcoming planning workshop:

Building Stronger Communities: 
Planning Tips & Strategies

November 17, 8:30am-4:30pm – Lakewood Cultural Center 
https://www.colorado.gov/dola/building-stronger-communities


