
2021 Legislative Priorities
Mission:

APA Colorado supports the development of equitable mixed-use, mixed-income, safe communities where 
people choose to live, work, and play.  We support choice and opportunity by promoting equitable, efficient, 

and sustainable land development and redevelopment that optimizes prior infrastructure investments, 
and consumes less land. Less land for urban development provides balance by leaving land available for 

agriculture, open space, natural systems, and rural lifestyles. 
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APA Colorado promotes planning, technical assistance, funding, investment and regulations that 
encourage development of sufficient affordable housing to meet the housing needs of existing 
community members and a growing workforce across Colorado communities.  We support sustainable and 
equitable affordable housing near employment, transit, schools, health care, and goods and services 
to provide mobility and access for all, while fostering access to opportunity, by the inclusion of compatible 
affordable housing within existing residential communities.

APA Colorado supports reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions through compact development 
patterns that reduce vehicle miles traveled and our overall carbon footprint; the use of green-building 
materials and techniques; and funding for research and data collection. We recognize the importance 
of resiliency planning, practices and regulatory solutions that will address the conditions created by climate 
change including extreme weather and changing conditions (such as drought, wildfire, storms, and flooding). 
APA Colorado also supports planning and policy to enable development of efficient, renewable energy 
systems, including the appropriate infrastructure to harness and distribute it to and within our communities.

APA Colorado promotes integrating land use and water planning to implement the objectives of the 
Colorado Water Plan and effectively plan for the future of our communities and State. APA Colorado 
supports continued efforts to incorporate water planning in comprehensive master plans, adopt water 
conservation policies, strengthen requirements to provide proof of an adequate water supply to 
serve existing and future development in terms of quantity, quality, and dependability; and the use of any 
protective means that are necessary to safeguard drinking water supplies. Water is a scarce resource in 
Colorado but is necessary to support communities; preserve quality of life; conserve wildlife habitat and 
environmental resources; and sustain economic growth and development.

APA Colorado promotes economic development and resiliency planning to strengthen, diversify, and 
guide our local communities in good times and prepare for, and recover from economic hardships. 
Resiliency planning deals with the aftermath of natural disasters and other economic stresses. The COVID-19 
pandemic is pressuring many of the systems and services our local governments provide. Even in recovery 
there will be long lasting economic impacts that affect local businesses and residents alike. APA Colorado 
endorses community recovery and reinvestment through policies and funding mechanisms that help 
our local communities leverage federal funding and develop long-term solutions to rebuild a dynamic and 
robust economy.

APA Colorado endorses a comprehensive, equitable approach to transportation planning and finance 
that integrates land use; includes all modes of transportation; and provides connectivity between 
various modes. Multi-modal infrastructure requires coordination of local, state and national resources to 
meet the transportation needs and adequately serve current and future development. Roads, highways, 
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities are underfunded, which results is a deficit of all modes and safety 
concerns from infrastructure in need of repair. APA Colorado supports “Vision Zero,” to significantly reduce 
traffic deaths, in particular pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities. As mobility evolves, we support policies and 
funding that incorporate technology with mobility and expand options for all people in our communities. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & RESILIENCY

CLIMATE CHANGE & ENERGY PLANNING

WATER PLANNING & CONSERVATION

TRANSPORTATION
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Tips for Communicating with Legislators:
Legislators appreciate hearing from their constituents. When contacting your legislators, a short sentence or 
two about why you personally support or oppose a certain proposal is often best. Remember, APA Colorado 
is working with legislators every day. Contact us and we can help you with your communication and let you 
know our organization’s stance on individual bills.

Forge relationships: Legislative staff are extremely important, 
and it is very beneficial to develop a working relationship with 
staff as well as legislators themselves. Federal legislators have 
more staff resources than our state legislators. 

Voice your position: Even if your legislator does not currently 
support your position, contacting them and voicing your 
concerns is a good way to put your issue on their radar screen.

Know the issue: Legislators are concerned with multiple issues, 
so be sure to provide good information. Offer information and 
supporting materials explaining the issue. Additionally, ask 
questions about your legislator’s stance toward the issue, and 
be ready for your legislators to ask about your position.

• Be specific

• Ask for action

• Use time wisely

• Plan out your remarks

• Solicit support

• Tell the truth

• Be respectful

To be most effective, frame your argument/position in terms that legislators understand. 
The more you can relate your goals to the economic, political, and social issues that 
impact the community, the more you will succeed in gaining their support. Provide stories 
that help understand the problem or desired solution. As legislators have limited time so 
be concise and put together a one-pager they can refer to.
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How Do I...
...find my legislator?

Use the interactive map on the 
State Legislature’s website: 

https://leg.colorado.gov/find-
my-legislator

...find information on bills 
and their status?

You can search for bills by 
topic or number on the 

website too! 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills

...influence APA 
Colorado’s position on a 

proposed bill?
Participate in the Legislative 
Committee! We discuss bills 
and determine the position 

for communicating with 
legislators.

Contact the Legislative Committee! Shaida Libhart or Scott Bressler  -  legislative@APAColorado.org



APA Policy Guides:
Policy guides available on many 
issues that provide information 
and tools on policy.
www.planning.org/policy/guides

 Local Concerns         National Policies

APA represents planning issues on the national scale too! APA sets out 
federal Legislative Priorities to guide policy discussions in Congress. 
The 2021 Legislative Priorities are focused on Recovery, Transportation 
and Broadband Infrastructure, Housing, and Climate change.   
APA calls on Congress to:

Educate   Advocate   Influence

Planners scored a legislative win early in 2021 
when President Biden signed into law the 
America Rescue Plan, which includes substantial 
emergency aid for local and state governments, 
transit agencies, renters, landlords, homeowners, 
and people without homes and access to 
broadband — all requests that APA members 
pushed for since last year.

With work complete on one of four federal priorities, planners turn our attention next to transportation and 
broadband infrastructure, and APA Colorado members can play a big role. Chapter leaders are bringing new focus 
to outreach to congressional offices. This month, we’ll meet with Sen. Hickenlooper and Sen. Bennett’s teams 
to discuss how federal transportation infrastructure legislation can and must include support for planning and 
planning-related programs. But this advocacy is not limited to chapter leaders. Countless APA Colorado members 
have already answered APA national’s call to reach out to Members of Congress on this year’s priority issues. With 
your support, planners are poised to get an infrastructure package that supports planning done this year. Watch for 
opportunities to learn and to help APA build momentum for planning support in the months ahead.

Planners’ Federal Advocacy To Do List

Secure direct, flexible relief for communities

Get an infrastructure package done  

Tackle climate crisis through infrastructure  

Push for incentives for code and zoning reform  

APA Legislative Priorities for Planning and Communities

Planners See Early Action 
on Federal Agenda

• Fund transportation infrastructure sustainability
• Incorporate critical climate and resiliency planning into the 

transportation reauthorization
• Expand support for transit, biking, walking, & safety
• Fund planning for emerging needs, new technologies, & 

equitable recovery
• Incorporate broadband planning and implementation in 

infrastructure legislation
• Fully fund THUD infrastructure and development programs

Transportation and Broadband Infrastructure

• Invest in housing affordability
• Incorporate housing into transportation 

programs
• Create incentives for code and zoning 

reform
• Restore Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

Housing

• Make climate change an integral part of 
transportation & infrastructure legislation

• Advance state & local resiliency plans & 
projects

• Support planning for emerging clean 
technologies and green infrastructure

Climate Change

• Provide relief funding for state & local governments
• Support public transportation & essential public agencies
• Ensure housing security

Recovery


