
 

     APA Colorado Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Friday August 26, 2011 
Whitman Building, 248 S. 4th Street 

Grand Junction 
1:00pm to 3:00pm 

 
 
Daniel Murray, Student Rep   Absent: Mike Sutherland, PDO 
Joe Frank, North Central Rep            Jeff Walker, Public Official Rep 
Joni Marsh, Secretary/Treasurer              Shelia Booth, VP External Affairs  
Stan Clauson, Central Mountain Rep             Meggan Herrington, South Central Rep 
Erica Heller, Metro Rep         
Jeremy Klop, VP of Communications         
Jessica Osborne, Metro Rep     Staff: Denise Henasey 
Greg Moberg, North West Rep     Katie Guthrie 
Kyle Dalton, Legislative Committee   
Chris Hawkins, South West Rep     Guests: Kelley Seifert, Conference Direct 
Susan Wood, President   
 
 

1. Opening Remarks by Susan Wood, President  

Susan commented how nice it is to be in Grand Junction and added that it is good to 

have meetings outside downtown Denver.  She noted that Greg has put together a 

successful training – 46 registered an increase over last year’s 35.  This is the 4th 

consecutive year of the West Slope training.  Susan briefly recapped the attendance 

policy for guests.   

2. Old Business 

a. Approval/Correction of July Minutes 

Chris made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 

Joe seconded the motion - APPROVED 

3. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report, Joni Marsh 

a.  Financial reports for July 

Joni noted that a spreadsheet was included in the packet. 

 1 of 5 



 
She gave a brief recap that indicated the Chapter is at 46% of projected income  and at 

60% of budgeted expenditures.  The Chapter’s National rebate is not included in this 

report.   

Kyle made a motion to approve the financial reports as presented. 

Jessica seconded - APPROVED 

b. Updated 2011 Budget 

Joni indicated that the revised budget seems minimal already.  It was noted that as a 

Chapter, we have not lost membership revenue.  In part, the Four Corners conference 

is where the hit is coming from.  Joni asked about the balance due to the lobbyist and if 

it could be reduced this year.  Denise offered that the budget is bare bones, so we may 

need to shift our focus to revenue generating opportunities.   

4. Chapter Administrator Report, Denise Henasey & Katie Guthrie  

a. Santa Fe update, Katie Guthrie 

Katie reported that approximately 180 planners from Colorado were registered for the 

event.  She also noted that a no-host reception for Chapter members is planned for 

Tuesday September 13 at a restaurant near La Fonda. 

b. Snowmass and future conferences, Kelley Seifert with Conference Direct 

Kelley provided a brief overview of Conference Direct, which is a global conference 

planning organization.  It is one of the top suppliers for big chain hoteliers.  Kelley works 

on behalf of the clients – like APA Colorado, and approaches her partnerships in 

collaboration.  Denise added that she didn’t know what she didn’t know until she met 

Kelley and that Kelley’s expertise has been very valuable to the Chapter.  Joe asked 

about assistance from National.  Denise responded that Deenie at National APA 

previously reviewed hotel contracts from a legal perspective only.  Denise recapped last 

meeting’s announcement of problems with next year’s conference location  - the 
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Silvertree in Snowmass.  Denise presented two options, and after some discussion, the 

Board unanimously decided to move forward with Option 2. 

5. Legislative Committee, Kyle Dalton 

Kyle said that Eric, he and Coral met to complete the co-chair transition.  Coral agreed 

to still participate on the committee and be involved with Planner’s Day on Hill.  Kyle 

added that the committee will meet every other month.  The legislative survey will going 

out soon by email and will be available in paper form at the Santa Fe conference.  

Jessica asked about previous years survey results and Denise or Kyle will provide a 

link.  Kyle also noted that he was approached by an UCD student about completing a 

capstone project on behalf of the committee.  The student will work closely with Eric 

Heil.  On a national level, Chris questioned if is there anything we can do within the 

committee and with National APA to garner support for some critical things – like 

transportation re-authorization?  Kyle responded that at Summer Camp, they split their 

group into state and federal interests.  National has produced a toolkit for this issue, 

albeit after the August recess.  The toolkit may be useful at future events. 

6. New Business 

 Federal Policy Briefing attendance -- The Federal Policy briefing is in September.  

Susan and the Legislative Committee believe Kyle should have the opportunity to go.  

The largest cost is the hotel.  Chris supports it but like to see this expense included in 

next year’s budget.  Greg supports it but would like to see other expenses cut to cover 

this cost.  Jessica asked about money coming in from PIC.  Denise added that it is 

reasonable to assume PIC may be able to provide larger loan repayments, if requested.  

After some discussion, the Board concurred that there is a need to have a separate 

conversation on how much to ask from PIC and how to phrase it. 
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Chris made motion to spend up to $625 for Kyle to attend the Federal Policy Briefing  in 

Washington DC. 

Greg second - APPROVED 

a. Chapter-Only Membership 

Denise introduced the agenda item with a slogan – “Join now!  Rates will increase in 

January”.  Chris asked how many chapter-only members there are now, to which 

Denise replied approximately 30.  Kyle asked about when it was last raised; Denise 

responded that it has been at least 7 years since the rate was increased. Denise 

reiterated that this is not for AICP certified planners – it is for a select group of planners 

in very small jurisdictions or the one planner in a non planning firm and those outside 

the planning profession.  Stan added that $50 is the cost for a USGBC CO membership 

and supports this increase.  Jessica supports this change. Chris asked about another 

option for a very small community.  Denise responded that those needs are addressed 

in the group option, but we could also reevaluate it in the future if needed. 

Jessica made a motion to raise the Chapter-only member dues as presented in the 

agenda item. 

Joe seconded the motion - APPROVED 

b. SCOTie Partnership 

Susan introduced the partnership, based on a Fact Sheet she secured.  Chris 

responded that more information is needed before we can take action on it.  She asked 

for a Board volunteer to discover what they mean by “partnership”.  Chris agreed to take 

on the task and will provide an agenda item at October’s meeting. 

c. Federal Planning Division Event 

Katie gave an overview of the agenda item and noted that all of the event details can be 

found on the attached poster. 
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Susan suggested that this could be an action item for the Outreach Committee. 

d. Sustainability Committee, New Appointments 

Susan provided a recap of the agenda item.  Elisha resigned from the Committee.  

Joe made a motion to approve the agenda item as presented, in which Tareq and Anne 

are appointed as Committee Co-chairs. 

Jessica seconded the motion - APPROVED 

e. Student Request for Seed Money 

Daniel noted that the start of the school year is also the start of the student fundraising 

efforts.  Their first efforts include selling $5 lapel pins in Santa Fe.  They requested $378 

as seed money to cover the upfront costs. 

Chris made a motion to approve the seed money as requested. 

Kyle seconded the motion - APPROVED 

Greg – abstained 

The student board just held a meeting.  Daniel said that they discussed fundraising 

ideas, including a typical letter writing campaign to start the year, a technology seminar 

in the spring and also a breakfast brown bag with a small audience to provide more 

opportunities for professional development and networking. 

7. Other Business 

Chris asked that we explore sending the Board packet in pdf format.  Susan added that 

her idea of an economic development workshop this fall is still evolving.  There has 

been some discussion on the length of the workshop (1 or ¾ day) and Jessica added 

that she knows of a group that is doing a similar/related event in January.  Board 

members that have agreed to help further develop Susan’s workshop idea include Greg 

and Jeff.  Susan also announced that a letter was submitted on behalf of the Chapter to 

support the City of Fort Collins’s nomination for a national award. 
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Meeting adjourned at 3:14pm 
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