
 

     APA Colorado Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Friday November 4, 2011 
Boulder County Land Use 

Courthouse Annex Building, 2045 13th Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
2:00pm to 4:30pm 

 
Susan Wood, President    Erica Heller, Metro Rep 
Kyle Dalton, Co-Chair of Legislative Committee Jeremy Nemeth, Faculty Rep 
Meggan Herrington, SouthCentral Rep  Joni Marsh, Secretary/Treasurer 
Daniel Murray, Student Rep   Guest:  Dale Case 
Joe Frank, Northcentral Rep   Absent:  Eric Heil 
Stan Clauson, Central Mnt Rep    
Jessica Osborne, Metro Rep   Staff:  Denise Henasey 
Greg Moberg, Northwest Rep              Katie Guthrie 
Shelia Booth, VP of External Affairs 
Jeff Walker, PO Rep     
    
 
The meeting started with a building tour led by Dale Case.  The building is LEED-EB. 
 

1. Opening Remarks by President 
Susan opened the meeting with a brief comments on the successful Federal Planning 
Event in Denver and thanked Dale for leading the tour.   
 

2. Old Business 
a. Approval/Correction of October Minutes 

Susan requested 2 changes:  1.  On page 2, change the “education committee” to 
Professional development committee, and 2.  On the last page, change “America’s Great 
Places” to “Garden of Gods Great Places in America: Public Spaces”. 
Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. 
Jeff seconded the motion – APPROVED 
Jessica, Joe and Stan – abstained 
 

3. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report, Joni Marsh 
a.  Financial reports for October 

Joe made a motion to approve/accept the reports as presented 
Jessica seconded the motion – APPROVED 
Joni added that if anyone has suggestions or ideas, please forward them so that they can 
be incorporated into next month’s budget discussion. 
 

b. 2012 Budget discussion 
The process was started in October with a meeting between Susan, Denise, Jeremy and 
Greg.  A 2012 budget will be presented at the December meeting. 
 

4. Chapter Administrator Report, Denise Henasey & Katie Guthrie  
a. Future conference update 
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Denise announced that a Snowmass contract has been signed for October 3-6, 2012, and 
the Local host committee will commence in January. 
Denise will host a table at the Federal Planning Event and an invitation to a networking 
event has been extended to the Board. 
Katie announced that she has accepted a part-time job with CanDo Loveland working as 
the Built Environment Coordinator. 
 

5. Legislative Committee, Kyle Dalton 
Kyle noted that the committee is busy and has decided to meet in November.  
 

a. Living Communities Act of 2011 – Chapter position 
Kyle introduced the agenda item and added that the Boards needed to take action on it 
today.  This topic is a big priority of APA National.  If people want to contact their 
representative, the fact sheet included in the packet is a great resource.  Kyle 
recommends that we take action to endorse this bill.   
Kyle made a motion that APA Colorado endorses the Livable Communities Act of 2011. 
Greg seconded the motion – APPROVED 
 

6. New Business 
a. Strategic Plan Update, Susan Wood 

In response to Shelia’s request, Susan has prepared a brief summary.  Some details and 
implementation strategies still need work.  Susan suggested that each Board member 
review then prepare to discuss in more detail in January.  One goal – “to strengthen 
recruitment, diversity, etc” Susan suggested that we take a close look at this goal in 
particular.  Also, she noted doing a membership survey.  Stan asked about the last update  
and Susan responded that Fall 2010 was the last comprehensive update.  Joe asked 
about transferability between CML/City Managers certification and AICP.  Denise 
responded that there are opportunities, including 8 credits of that are open.   
Another issue is membership development/retention.  Shelia questioned if it is appropriate 
to ask “responsible” Board members to review their lists.  Susan will send out a 
spreadsheet she’s created for a January discussion. 

 
b. Professional Development Committee, Susan Wood 

Abby Shannon has agreed to join the Professional Development Committee.  Susan will 
contact others.  Stan offered to join the PDC, as well as Dale and Joe.  Jeff asked that as 
this committee gets started, it also consider doing planning commissioner training.  Jessica 
added that Tom Boone at DRCOG is working on this topic.   
 

c. Professional Breakfast Series hosted by Student Chapter, Daniel Murray 
The breakfast series is the student’s version of “professional development”.  Format will be 
less lecture, more small group discussion.  It will be hosted on campus to keep the cost 
down.  Kyle offered the Webb building as a possible location. 
 

d. Student’s Fundraising Letter 
Securing sponsorship for student attendance to the National conference is the intent of this 
letter.  Daniel asked if there is anything missing from the draft letter and if it is it ok to use 
the Chapter’s letterhead?  Denise offered her perspective from past experiences.  Her 
preference is for a cohesive approach – combined solicitation for Chapter sponsorship as 
well as student sponsorship.  Stan supports the students moving forward with this letter to 
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all potential resources.  Erica and Joe suggest that perhaps the coordination occur next 
year. 
Daniel made a motion to use the letterhead on the fundraising letter now, but for 2012, the 
approach to be coordinated with the Chapter.   
Joe seconded the motion – APPROVED 
 

e. Update on FAICP nomination (deadline is November 17th), Mike Sutherland 
No response was received from Mike on this item.  
 

f. Economic Summit Event Discussion, Susan  
Susan indicated that she has discussed this topic with Greg, Jeff and Bob Watkins.    The 
idea has morphed from a one-day event to a workshop series.  There is a need to form a 
steering committee that includes developers, and other professions now so that they can 
become invested in the event.  Susan then opened it for the Board to provide feedback.  
Jessica reiterated her interest in being involved and that the public health community is 
involved in a very similar effort.  DRCOG is hosting an Idea Exchange, Jan 19 that will 
also be very similar.  They are asking leaders to come together and discuss strategies that 
will improve economic development. 
Sustainability Coordinators are aware and interested in these conversations. 
Jessica feels we should not allow discussions on this topic to become territorial. 
Joe said this was an interesting topic and has been on his mind for a few years.  His 
department (Ft Collins) changed its focus in response to the demand for economic health. 
Susan mentioned Bob Watkins’ success in Aurora as a similar example. 
Greg talked about the changing role of planners.  Planners need to be cognizant of moving 
from “regulators” to “participators.” 
Although, Erica pointed out, planners have the responsibility to challenge the dichotomy 
between regulation and development.  Regulation is a tool and adds value. 
Jessica mentioned that LiveWell is using case studies and examples to showcase how 
their programs contribute to economic development. 
Dale added that planners should also have discussions highlighting how successful 
planning effects the bottom line. 
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